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 St John’s Egham Ministry Reports for 2025 
We are pleased to present this year’s ministry reports, reflecting on 2025 and looking ahead to 2026. The process of collecting these is a 
great reminder of the breadth of activities taking place and the range of ministries that seek to love God, love each other and love Egham.  

This year, with the arrival of our new vicar, we wanted to focus on things to thank God for from 2025 and one thing to pray for in each ministry 
for 2026. We gave report writers the ambitious challenge of setting this out in just 200 words, so do contact the report authors if you would 
like to know more about a ministry or how to get involved.  

Thanks goes to everyone who has contributed to this report. 

Beth Tebboth, PCC Secretary, April 2026 
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Ministry What can we thank God for in your ministry from 2025? One thing to pray for in your ministry for 2026 

Admin 

Church Office 
Team (Veronica 
Cresswell) 

The way that the whole Church Office team pulled together to keep things going during the vacancy, 
often going way over and above what was required of them.   

Please pray for us as we negotiate a period of 
change as, along with having a new Vicar, Steve 
retires in May and Annelise goes on maternity 
leave in the summer.  
  

Data Protection 
(Joyce Johnson) 

We thank God for our busy and vibrant church, which brings many opportunities and responsibilities 
for communication. As we explore new and helpful tools to connect with our congregation and the 
wider community, data protection and privacy remain essential priorities. This applies to both paper 
and electronic communications. Those responsible for managing these platforms often need to 
respond to new technologies and ways of working, balancing innovation with care. 
  
It is important to remember that any personal data collected is done in the name of the church, and 
responsibility for its storage and protection rests with the PCC rather than with individual ministry 
leaders. Our key priority is keeping personal data safe, which means full compliance with GDPR. This 
includes ensuring that people give clear permission for their personal data to be shared, whether 
publicly or within smaller groups. It also means collecting and storing information only for a specific 
purpose and removing it when it is no longer needed. 
  
At the same time, we want communication tools to support and strengthen our ministries. Our aim is 
not to limit communication, but to use these tools responsibly so that they help build community, 
enable outreach, and support the life and mission of our church. 
 

Please pray for strong and positive working 
relationships between the privacy and data team 
and all ministry leaders. Pray for good 
communication, mutual understanding, and a 
shared commitment to serving the church well. 
Also pray for wisdom and flexibility, recognising 
that electronic communications are constantly 
changing, so that we may respond well to new 
challenges and opportunities. 

Safeguarding 
(Harriet 
Langford) 

St John’s continues to be committed to providing a welcoming, respectful, and safe environment for 
all. 
 
Where safeguarding matters have arisen. In all cases the workers or volunteers involved have 
responded carefully, and caringly, demonstrating a positive and supportive approach. They have 
taken appropriate action and signposted correctly. 

Wisdom and guidance to respond to appropriately 
when necessary.  

Campus 

Eco Church 
(Chris Gray) 

The Eco team continue to make an impact!  
The ongoing initiatives ranging from the weekly Community Fridge to the annual Eco Fayre are 
flourishing and enable us to show our love of God’s creation in very practical ways as a means of 
honouring God and witnessing to our community.  
The statistics are impressive – and resulted in recognition at the Runnymede Civic Awards – but we 
never want to forget that both individually and corporately we need to live our lives in ways which 
protect our planet and show concern for our neighbour whether across the street or in countries 
threatened by devastation through climate change. 
It was very encouraging to achieve the Eco Church Gold Award in June, as it does recognise how far 
we have come on our journey, while holding us to account to be role models and encouragers to 
other churches, and even within St John’s there feels a greater awareness of what we all need to do. 

We pray for growing engagement within the 
church so we have the ability to do more, ensure 
we are relevant to all age groups and sections of 
the church family, and that for more and more of 
us, living a life which shows our care for God’s 
creation will be normalised. 



Ministry What can we thank God for in your ministry from 2025? One thing to pray for in your ministry for 2026 

The installation of the heat pump is a tangible example of steps we as a church have taken to reduce 
our carbon impact, while we all can still feel warm! 
 

Flower 
Arranging 
(Brenda 
Richardson) 

This year I am delighted to report that we have another helper recruited from Playtime on Friday 
mornings and another volunteer who I hope will be joining us soon.That would be wonderful. We 
continue to arrange flowers every week and it is a pleasure to do so, amazed at the 
beauty,variation,diversity,exquisiteness ,radiance and stunning elegance of Gods creation. Maybe 
take a moment when you pass the flowers to take a detailed look and thank God for all His goodness 
to us. If you would like to have flowers arranged in church to celebrate an occasion or remember 
someone please speak to me. 
 

That we show off the flowers to Gods glory and 
that we will be able to continue 

Health and 
Safety (Lee 
Langford) 

We haven't had any major incidents and we have had a few significant structural improvements eg 
fire risk assessments, responsible person appointed, online incident forms etc 

We are in the process of changing the leader for 
this- pray the next person takes up the role and 
flourishes 
 

Heat Pump 
(Chris Gray) 

In 2025 we completed our journey of almost 3 years to install a heat pump to heat the church! 
This was a project we undertook as a significant step in reducing our carbon emissions, but required 
technical planning, seeking permission to excavate in the church yard, and fund raising – all providing 
different challenges. 
We had some things in our favour – the existing underfloor heating and power supply were both very 
beneficial – and a great team of volunteers to undertake the groundworks.  
Grants, existing reserves and generous giving allowed us to begin excavation of the trench in June. By 
the end of October we had the installation fully working – a warm church heated by green electricity 
– which will save about 13 tonnes of CO2 a year. The cost at £107k was £13k under budget and 
grants funded almost half of it. 
Subsequent monitoring suggests we are using about one third of the energy we used with a gas 
boiler – and as we understand better the heat characteristics of the building, we expect to see even 
greater savings. 
Our next steps must be to try and install solar panels to use our own electricity to run the heat pump. 
  

With the support of the diocese we have 
effectively begun a ministry of “Eco Evangelism” – 
encouraging other churches to follow our lead in 
decarbonising their churches. Our pray is that this 
may be a fruitful means to inspire and help others 
to make a positive impact on God’s world. 

Kitchen 
Management 
(Rima Chai) 

Philippians 4:19 "The Lord provides for all our needs according to His riches." 
  
As we reflect on this past season, my heart is full of gratitude for the "miracle of the kitchen." First, I 
thank God for our dedicated catering volunteers who serve love on every plate, nourishing both body 
and soul. 
  
A special thanks goes to our "Quiet Guardians."  who see the unwashed corner or the forgotten dish / 
bin and cleaned it without being asked—your humility and attention to detail ensure our kitchen 
remains a place of dignity and safety. Your service in the shadows does not go unnoticed by our Lord. 
  
We also honor the stewards of our equipment. To those who have lent their skills to service and 
repair our tools, thank you for keeping our "engine" running. 

Please pray for the kitchen to always be a 
peaceful & welcoming place so that more 
volunteers can come forward to help with all parts 
of the catering 



Ministry What can we thank God for in your ministry from 2025? One thing to pray for in your ministry for 2026 

  
Finally, we stand in awe of the divine provision. Through our faithful suppliers and the Community 
Fridge, we have seen our food increase even as the need grew. Thank You, Lord, for providing the 
abundance before the hunger arrived. We are truly a community sustained by Your hand and these 
faithful hearts. 
 

Finance 

Fundraising 
(Philip Darby) 

From September 2024 to September 2025 the focus was to raise money to conserve a World War II 
American flag presented to the church on St George’s Day 1944. This historic event took place 6 
weeks before D-Day. We raised £4,390.19 for the American flag and a further £1,207.68 to conserve 
and clean our Union flag, presented to us in 1952, making a grand total of £5,597.87.  
 
The change of the American President and administration made it difficult to attract public support. 
Never the less we can thank God that we completed the project and now have something that is not 
embarrassing. The intention is to find out the names of the American airmen who were present and 
make a permanent record of them. 
 

The focus now is to help reduce the outstanding 
amount to fully repay the cost of the Easter 
Centre build. As at March 30th 2026 this 
£5.9million project has been reduced to just 
under £600,000. Phase 1 [2009 to 2024] raised 
£100,857.21p and as at March 30th 2026 a further 
£2,261.34. Please pray for 2027 and onwards 
about how fundraising will look as we attempt to 
complete full repayment sooner rather than later. 

Hardship and 
Wellbeing Fund 
(Sue Gray) 

We thank God that through the continued generosity of our church members we are able to continue 
to support those who are struggling in our community. 
  
In 2025 we were able to support 14 individuals with a mixture of grants for differing needs totaling 
£7734. We received 9 donations totaling £10093 (including gift aid) and we had a balance of £9026 to 
take us into 2026. The gifts range from purchasing kitchen appliances to tents to Tesco vouchers. 

 
The Hardship and Well being team consists of 7 individuals at present who review applications 
prayerfully and with distribute the funds in a way we hope God would want us to with wisdom, 
generosity and love. 
  

That we would have sufficient funds to bless and 
support those in need in our community. 

Marketing and Communications 

Creative 
Communications 
(Annelise Pettit) 

2025 was the year we were all navigating a ship without a captain and I have to say, we have all done 
brilliantly! It has been lovely to see different ministries creating their own graphics and flyers and it's 
been very encouraging to see them being bold and creative with their designs. 
 

Please pray for guidance when it comes to my 
maternity leave (this summer), and may the 
decision be the best one for St John's. 

Podcasts (Andy 
Balaam) 

We thank God for the faithful work of the "Justice Worriers" podcast team and their enthusiastic 
listeners! 
 

Please pray for Justice Worriers over 2026 as we 
explore difficult issues of faith, doubt and 
belonging. 
 

Website (Phil 
Johnson) 

In 2025, the church website continued to provide accurate information and up-to-date events for 
current and potential members, as well as for anyone interested in our church life. We thank God for 
the many editors and authors who generously give their time to keep the site vibrant, reliable, and 
welcoming. 

That the website will encourage new Christians to 
connect with the wider SJE family, to attend 
events and to strengthen their faith. 
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During the period of vacancy, we chose to maintain a consistent structure. At the same time, events 
and information were updated so that everything remained current and useful. In September 2025, 
the site saw its highest level of daily traffic for the year, with 427 unique visitors – clearly prompted 
by news of Lydia’s appointment. 
  
In December the website was fully “re-booted”. Layers of code had built up over time and were 
cleared away as the site moved to a new platform, Kadence. The aim was to keep the familiar look, 
and the fact that most people noticed little difference suggests this was achieved. It is rather like 
finally tidying the overfull cupboard we all promise to tackle one day: everything useful is still there, 
but the mess at the back has been cleared away. The result is a simpler, tidier structure which should 
make updates easier and allow complex pages to be edited more readily. 
  
Throughout the year we have sought to remain focused on mission, consistent in style, and diligent in 
compliance, so that the site can continue to provide reliable, accessible information for all who visit. 
  

YouTube 
Channel (Johnny 
Sheppard) 

The YouTube channel continues to provide a place where people can join in with the service even if 
they are not able to participate in person. Quite recently I've had people thanking us for giving them 
a way of being part of the service even though they are stuck at home through illness. It also provides 
a way for people to try St John's before coming into the building which can be more daunting for 
some people. 
 

That we can continue to provide help people 
engage with God even when they can't make it in 
person, but also balance that with the needs for 
people to join in on a service who may not want 
to be on a livestream. 

Outreach 

Bereavement 
Ministry (Simon 
Fraser) 

Our bereavement ministry at St John’s has three main aspects. Monthly coffee mornings held in 
church, a Bereavement Journey Course which is held twice a year and runs for seven weeks, and two 
memorial services, one in June and the other in December. 
  
Over this last year we have seen new people joining us and others that have been with us a long 
time. The coffee mornings, where we regularly get between 20 and 25 attending, provide an 
opportunity for those who have experienced loss to meet with others who have shared the same 
experience. To share their stories and to hear how others are coping. It is wonderful to see how just 
gathering together can be so beneficial in the healing process. 
  
I thank God for the wonderful team that we have and who give so much of their time and 
compassion in making this ministry possible. Every team member has also experienced bereavement 
first hand. 
 

As we look forward to this next year I prayer that 
the Lord will continue to bless this ministry and all 
those who give of their time and talents. As the 
Lord has blessed us, may we be a blessing to 
others. 

Christians 
Against Poverty 
Debt Centre 
(Sue Gray) 

In 2025   

• 20 clients accepted prayer when offered for the first time 

• 5 experienced answer to prayer 

• 3 Asked for prayer for the first time 

Development of our relationship with Stanwell 
Congregational Church and the hopeful expansion 
of a Debt Centre there to cover the increasing 
need in that area. 
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• 1 expressed curiosity to learn more about Christianity 

• 7 heard the gospel for the first time 

• 4 Accessed the wider support of the church 

• 12 Attended a church social or hospitality event for the first time 

• 3 Came along to church 

• 1 joined a small group or bible study for the first time 

• 3 Volunteered at church for the first time 

• 1 responded to Jesus saying yes to following him for the first time 

• 2 Shared their story of becoming a Christian 

• 1 got baptised 
                

We have developed our connections with Stanwell Congregational Church with a view to working 
closely with them in Stanwell and have started to run a Money coaching course with them at 
Stanwell Events. They run a Pantry (a community low-cost food shop) and Surplus to Supper for those 
in need. 
 
So far since we opened as a Debt Centre: 

• 61 Debt free families 

• £992630.44 Debt repaid or written off 
 

We thank God for our new Debt Coach, Madalyn Brooks 
 

Christmas 
Kitchen (Belinda 
Liao) 

Thank God that we can bring together those who cannot be with loved ones at Christmas.  This ministry continues to grow in love, fun, 
fellowship and food. 

Craftea Ladies 
(Penny Thomas, 
Hilary Davies, 
Carol Peters, 
Kim Callaghan & 
Sue Beer) 

Craftea Ladies takes place fortnightly on a Thursday afternoon in Manor Farm Day Centre. One of 
their staff stays on to look after us on a voluntary basis because she loves the group. The group 
fluctuates in size but currently there are about 12 regular members and others that come when they 
are able to. Recently they were asked why they attended and responses ranged from coming 
following a bereavement, finding friendship or coming through a friend and enjoying fellowship 
together. One lady who was recently unable to attend said it is the one group she wants to get back 
to. 
 
During the year we have read through the book of Luke, the Christmas and Easter story in Matthew 
and Pentecost in Acts. 
 
Last year this group passed the 60-year mark since it was set up and it now meets all year round 
apart from Christmas! When Debbie from CAL visits, she is welcomed warmly by the ladies who want 
to hear all that has been going on for the children there. Last year we were able to raise over £500 
for them through our annual ‘sale’ held at Playtime and the Infant Feeding Group and donations that 

We love to receive donations of wool and have 
been blessed with some during the year so if 
anyone has spare wool sitting at home it would be 
gratefully received and put to good use. 
 
We would love new members to join, so if you are 
interested, please contact the church office or 
come and speak to one of us. Please don’t worry if 
you can’t knit or crochet as you are welcome to 
come and learn or just sit and chat. It is a great 
way to meet new people and enjoy fellowship 
together. They bring us joy and blessings each 
time we meet, please pray for us. Thank you. 
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come in through the year. We also support ‘Mission to Seafarers’ through donations of knitted hats. 
  
We have provided over 100 Christmas stockings and Easter chicks for all the children in St John’s and 
Playtime in addition to the jumpers, hats, gloves, scarves and blankets that go into the ‘sale’. A big 
thank you to them all.  
 

Dementia 
Carers' Support 
Group (Sue 
Gray) 

The support group continues on for a second year. Our members enjoy the space to chat, play 
games, do jigsaws and puzzles and generally put the world to rights. They are a great bunch of people 
and have grown very strong bonds, supporting each other in times of ill health. We have been able to 
purchase some comfortable, supportive new seating for them on the first floor of the Easter Centre. 
We are thankful to our lovely team of helpers who readily engage with the members and seem to 
have as much fun as them playing the games. 
We thank God that some of our members have started to come along to other St John's events and 
now think of St John's as their church. 
 

That the group will grow and more members will 
join us, that the group will expand. That we can 
continue to further encourage our members 
journey of faith. 

English 
Language Cafe 
(Linda 
Matthews) 

Our purpose is 1) to help students improve their English skills so that they can cope better in a new 
and strange country and 2) to witness to the love of Christ by extending love and friendship to them 
and offering support in any way we can.  We thank God for the opportunity to serve him in this way.  
We are also grateful to God for the supportive atmosphere there is in the class, for new friendships 
made and greatly improved language skills for regular attendees.  Several of our students now attend 
church, and volunteer at the Wednesday Cafe.   Moslem and Hindu students happily listen and 
mainly understand the content of our opening prayers.  
 
Students attending have been from Afghanistan, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Hong Kong, Russia, Spain, 
Turkey and Ukraine, and average attendance has been between 16 and 20. 
 

Please pray with that our Christian witness will be 
clear and attractive, and that out teaching will 
continue to be effective. 

Hear Here Clinic 
(Janice Seidlitz) 

We thank God for the consistent answers to our ongoing prayers for our ministry. Through our 
prayers we are growing our ministry, and enabling many people to improve their understanding, and 
grow in confidence to use their hearing aids to  assist their disability, and naturally include them in 
their lives with confidence. 
  
Through our prayers we look forward to further build on our strengths, and continue to grow and 
build the clinic for the future. We thank God for our wonderful team of volunteers who give their 
precious time to help at the clinic. 
 

We prayer we can help & transform all our clients’ 
lives who visit the clinic in 2026 

Homelessness 
(Sue Gray) 

We have been able to support three gentlemen this year with a varying degree of success. We thank 
God for the excellent relationship we have with Chris the housing navigator at Runnymede Council 
and to Egham United Charities and the Hardship and Wellbeing Fund who have been able to support 
a number of those struggling financially. We thank God for the provision of sleeping bags, rucksacks 
and tents which we have been able to distribute. 
 

That God will work in the hearts of those we help 
to see to heal the emotional scares that often 
hinder their ability to remain housed. 



Ministry What can we thank God for in your ministry from 2025? One thing to pray for in your ministry for 2026 

Hope Hub (Susie 
Cottam) 

God continues to bless all He brings to our Wednesday lunches, through both meeting people’s 
needs: 

• physically - for fellowship, a sense of belonging and delicious main courses and desserts, 

• emotionally - through our pastoral support and listening, given by some members 
particularly and  

• spiritually, by talking to Christian Volunteers, other Christian Guests and hearing Outreach 
Talks by Church Leaders and informing them of what is on at Church. 

 
We thank God for Madelief and Mike Jackson and all on the Chefs Team, outstanding work, sourcing 
and creating such varied excellent tasty menus each week, and for the Community Fridge and Surplus 
to Supper and the Italian Delicatessen SJS, in Egham, who supply the makings of these dishes.  
 
We thank God for our wonderful Volunteers, some of whom are local residents and some who are 
international RHUL Students - some Christian and some not, who give up their free time to bless 
others.  

 
Be Creative Ministry - Sharon Mitchell 
The group had had a really blessed 2025. Wonderful friendships continue to be formed at Be Creative 
and creative gifts used to support the work of Child Action Lanka.   
 

For Hope Café, more Volunteers, especially from 
our congregation, and for BeCreative, that the 
safe space continues to be a source of caring 
inclusiveness and fellowship to all who attend. 

Love Egham 
(Lydia Callomon 
and Lydia 
Corbett) 

It was a joy to partner with Runnymede Christian Fellowship in mission to love our community. 
Through celebrating our mission partners from CAL, we put on a variety of different events 
throughout the week to welcome people from all stages of life through our doors, sharing the love of 
God with our Egham community. We love because he first loved us - John 4:19 

That Egham will be blessed, we will have 
wonderful conversations and encounters, fuelled 
by the Spirit, and that many people will come to 
know Jesus and become part of the Churches in 
Egham 
 

Men's Football 
(Lee Langford) 

We continue to reach the unchurched through this ministry- connecting with people that wouldn't 
engage with St Johns otherwise 
 

We need more Christian men to come alongside 
the unchurched. 

Mission 
Partnership 
Team (Kamani 
Hewagama) 

We thank God for the Activities in 2025: 

• A very successful Mission Week happened in May in collaboration with the Runneymede 
Christian Fellowship. Debbie Edirisinghe founder of CAL attended the Mission Week, We 
thank God for RCF who kindly funded Debbie's air travel.  

• The Lent appeal raised £5334.10 towards Child Action Lanka (CAL) in Sri Lanka.  £723.75 (gift 
aid) was added and a total of £6057.85 was transferred via the Epiphany Fund to CAL in the 
month of June 2025.  

• A team of 3 members from SJE ( Kamani Hewagama, Sally Thompson & Frances Stubbs) & 1 
member from St Mary’s  Datchet Catholic church (Sylvia Burchell) completed the long-
planned Mission trip to CAL in the month of October 2025.  

 
 

As two of our long-standing members prepare to 
move from Egham, we give thanks for their 
faithful service on the MPT. We invite the church 
family to join us in praying that God will raise up 
new members with a heart for mission to join the 
team bringing fresh vision and continued support 
for this important work. 
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Below is a summary of the financial support shared with our partners in 2025. 
  
Child Action Lanka - £5500  
Kijabe Hospital  - £5500  
Hannah and Tim - £5500  
Olinda Mission  - £5000  
FACT - £2075  
East to West - £5500 
CAP UK - £4350  
 
Moving forward a Five-year plan of the MPT was  created as follows:  
 
2026 - CAP  
2027 – Hannah & Tim  
2028 – east to west  
2029 – Kijabe Hospital  
2030 – CAL  
 
We also sought to raise awareness of mission through Sunday service intercessions when one 
mission partner is prayed for each month.  
 

Music in the 
Caddey (Philip 
Darby) 

We are a social group who play and listen to recorded music mainly on vinyl but also other formats 
including CDs, DVDs and Bluetooth via mobile phones.  
Over the years we have acquired old reel-to-reel tape recorders, record players and cassette tape 
machines so offer the opportunity for people to bring their own music and enjoy listening with others 
rather than staying at home. 
We described ourselves as a youth group for the over 50s where younger people are invited. There is 
plenty of reminiscing, drinking cups of tea with the occasional take-a-way and bbq. 
  
We can thank God that friendships have been formed and that support for life’s different and 
sometimes difficult situations is given and received between members. Not all attenders are 
Christians. 
  

We meet twice a month, usually on 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, in the Caddey except when a bank 
holiday occurs and then the middle 2 weeks. For 
2026 we have added a monthly sale of vinyl and 
music related items with proceeds in aid of the 
Easter Centre building costs. Please pray that this 
will be well supported and new friendships 
formed.  

Open Church 
(Linda 
Matthews) 

We are thankful to God that we have the volunteers to enable us to open the church every 
Wednesday lunch time throughout the year.  We thank God for those who have visited the church 
and have found a place where they could pray (or be prayed for), be welcomed, or simply have found 
someone to talk to.  We don't have large numbers of visitors, but we remain convinced of the 
benefits to the community of making the church accessible and enabling visitors to drop in.  We 
know that sometimes God directs someone to come into the building and that this is an opportunity 
to offer love and support as well as a warm invitation to join us at services or other church activities. 
 

Please pray that those who come into the church 
when it is open will see something of the love of 
God and that for some it might be the beginning 
of their journey of faith.  Also, please pray for 
enough volunteers to be able to open the church 
more often than at present.  
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St John's 
Community 
Fridge (Rima 
Chai) 

We thank our Lord for our walk with him: 

• Evolving the Community Fridge that has become a living testament to the miracle of 
"enough."  

• His awesomeness: that even as the numbers increase, the abundance of bread, fruit, and 
sustenance has grown to more than meet that need. He has provided an overflow of food 
that preceded the need, ensuring that no hand reaches out only to find emptiness. 

• Our core team and their dedication to building a space where everyone is welcome. May 
their cups be refilled even as they pour themselves out for others.  

• Our ministry team that has prayed for those who are seeking comfort and compassion. 

• The volunteers, the quiet engines of compassion. Bless their hands as they sort, their feet as 
they carry, and their smiles as they welcome strangers in. In every crate moved and every 
table stocked, let them feel the profound impact of their labor. 

 
May this fridge remain a symbol of our interconnectedness. Remind us daily that we are responsible 
for one another. Let the miracle of the increasing food be a reminder that when we open our hearts, 
resources multiply in ways we cannot measure. 
 

Right now, our biggest need is from more brothers 
and sisters to help manage the blessing, especially 
on a Friday morning, afternoon and evening 

Teatime 
Together (Sacha 
Sheppard) 

Whilst numbers have dropped off a little since September we still regularly see new families as well 
as families we have been welcoming for some time. Teatime continues to provide a first point of 
contact with church for many as well as a hot meal and space to belong in.  
 

For God to use a simple ministry for great 
Kingdom work.  

Intercessions at 
the Traditional 
Service (Sarah 
Gillies) 

We give thanks for the small but dedicated team of intercessors and their prayerful leading over the 
last year. The strengthening of prayers for our mission partners has been particularly valuable, and 
we give thanks for the underlying relationships facilitating this.  The knowledge that the prayers are 
based on specific requests has helped each of us to be more focussed.  
 
On a personal note I thank God for the prayers during the vacancy which were such a support for 
Amin and I as Parish Representatives. 
 

God’s leading as we seek new intercessions team 
members 

Intercessions 
(10:30) (Sally 
Thompson) 

We are so thankful to God for working powerfully both in and through our team over this past year 
as we lead our church in Intercessions. It’s wonderful to see family members being released to use 
the gifts God has given them including our newest team member James - welcome!  

Our prayer for this next season is that we will be 
drawn deeper into the heart of God so we can 
lead and draw others into that precious place too, 
Amen! 
 

Prayer Ministry 
(9am) (Carol 
Peters) 

This ministry continues to be very valued by the 9 am congregation and continues to take place in the 
prayer room on the upper floor of the Easter Centre each week after the Sunday service. 
  
We are pleased that this ministry is still appreciated by those who come for prayer, some use it 
regularly and others occasionally and it is a privilege to be available for anyone who needs it. 
Sometimes people will come to pray and then some weeks or months later will let us know that they 
have had an answer to those prayers which is so encouraging. 
  

There are one or two others considering joining 
the team and if you would be interested in finding 
out more about this ministry to come and speak 
to me. 
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The team currently consists of ten members who are all very committed to this ministry and serve it 
faithfully on a rota basis, swapping duties if necessary. We aim to provide a safe space for people to 
share their prayer needs and these are always kept completely confidential to those on duty unless 
there is a specific request or need to share it more widely. 
 

Prayer ministry 
(10:30/6pm) 
(Sue Naudi) 

An increased number of people reaching out for prayer.  
People beginning to come forward to join the prayer ministry teams 

Successful training event to encourage others that 
we can all be prayer ministers  

24/7 Prayer (Sue 
Naudi) 

God answering our prayers after our 24/7 hours of prayer before appointing Lydia. 
Sharing of our prayer times, words pictures etc 
 

People to join the network  

BreakThrough 
(Will Bissett) 

There are 3 BreakThrough groups that continue to meet regularly, encouraging one another to grow 
in faith and prayer. Our God-given mission is to be 'men of God, men of prayer', supporting each 
other in daily life, celebrations and struggles.  To that end the groups meet, eat and pray regularly, 
and keep in touch throughout the week through media channels e.g. WhatsApp group, where prayer 
requests are shared.  
 
Some groups meet monthly, allowing guys to also attend Life Groups if they wish, and one group 
meets weekly, being a BreakThrough group and Life Group in its own right. 

• Group 1 has grown further this year with new members.   

• Group 2 has adopted an Army Reservist Chaplain, committing to praying for him regularly. 

• Group 3 continues to meet weekly for Bible Study and prayer. 
 
In addition, 30 of us joined together for the BreakThrough Christmas Dinner at the local Thai 
restaurant. 
 

Men to catch the vision of daily prayerfulness 

First Priority 
(Sue Naudi) 

The faithful people who join us month after month to pray for our church, community and world Increased attendance. That people really will see 
it as a First Priority! 
 

Ladies 
Encounter 
Prayer Breakfast  
(Heather 
Kimberley ) 

Every time we meet, God shows himself to us in love and teaching, speaking to our hearts, both in 
the words of the visiting speaker and through the worship music.  
 
Praying for each other and for the work of the church is really supportive and helps us to get to know 
others in a more intimate way. We are inspired by the creative slides that Debbie prepares for us. 
  
We had 50 people attending last time and we are encouraging people to bring other friends to the 
meetings.  
 
 
 
 

Thats God's spirit will overrule in the practical 
aspects of the meeting, with resolution of 
streaming and recording issues as well as the 
organisation of everything.  
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Services 

Traditional 
Service at 9AM 
(Sarah Gillies & 
Michael 
Callaghan) 

This year we give thanks for the regular congregation of the Traditional Service and newcomers who 
have been welcomed in.  We also give thanks for the continued flourishing of our choir, including the 
choral scholars and organists, supporting our worship with regular anthems.  
 
The congregation has been blessed again this year with excellent teaching on a wide variety of topics, 
among other things helping us to steer a path through the vacancy.  The vacancy saw people step out 
into new challenges and support each other through prayer and fellowship.  
 
We thank God for the continuing service of the small teams who have kept the Traditional Service 
running smoothly, including the admin team for their faithful work preparing the services.   
 
Fellowship over refreshments has continued to be a great place to get to know each other and 
welcome newcomers and we’re looking forward to further developing that welcome in the coming 
year.    
 
If you have never been to the Traditional Service I encourage you to come along and try it. You will 
have to get up a bit earlier but I think it’s worth it! 
  

Continuing to build the fellowship and reaching 
people for whom this could be a step on the path 
to a relationship with God, and welcoming those 
who like the quieter traditional form of service. 

Sunday 1030 
Service (Lydia 
Corbett & Will 
Bissett) 

The Sunday 1030 service complements our other services, providing contemporary worship for a 
wide range of people and across all age-groups, including children, youth, students, families, and 
more senior members of our church family. In more recent months it has been a joy to see the 
service move towards more informal times of worship, preaching, and notably a growing sense of the 
Spirit moving amongst us as individuals and corporately, during the prayer ministry time. It is also a 
service that is increasingly welcoming, and integrating those who are new, and we are delighted that 
the welcome packs have run out!  
 
The first Sunday of the month is an All-Age Service which has become a growing part of our 
worshipping life; very much enjoyed by children as well as less junior members of the congregation! 
We have had the joy of blessings and baptisms through the year, and Christmas, Easter and Civic 
services continue to see spikes as visitors, local and from further afield, join celebrations and 
commemorations. 
  
We are blessed with a number of experienced worship leaders, intercessors and preachers who 
contribute to our services, and we are immensely grateful for all they do. In addition, there are other, 
often unseen teams, who provide superb high-quality support to our services including the AV Team, 
led by Johnny Sheppard, who, among other things, enable us to livestream services with great visual 
and audio clarity. Additionally, our wardens and welcoming team are also superb stalwarts.   
 
We look forward to all God has for us in the year ahead. 
 

More people joining our church family and coming 
to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour! 
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6pm Service 
(Lydia Corbett) 

We thank God for the 6pm service, including: 
 - joy to see it grow 
 - ⁠great space for preachers  
- ⁠increased sense of the presence of God as people respond through prayer ministry  
- ⁠good spread of ages and people 
 

Our hope for the future of this service 

Wednesday 
Communion 
(Joyce Johnson) 

We give thanks to God for our wonderful congregation, who come together each week, especially 
those for whom this is their main or only service. It’s heartening to see steady numbers of around 
40–50 people, including many new faces joining us. 
  
Over the past year, we’ve introduced some exciting changes. Projecting the liturgy onto the big 
screen has made it easier for everyone to follow the readings and join in spontaneously, even when 
things aren’t on the service sheet. We’ve also started offering refreshments in chSurch when Hope 
Cafe takes a break. This has been a real success, giving us more time to chat, connect, and welcome 
new friends. 
  
We’re deeply grateful to our growing team, whose dedication keeps everything running smoothly, 
from welcomers and communion servers to bread makers, washer-uppers, audio-visual helpers, and, 
of course, our brilliant minister, Simon. 
  
It’s a joy to see our congregation thriving and growing together, sharing faith, fellowship, and 
community each week. 
 

Pray that everyone who attends, regulars and 
newcomers alike, feels welcomed and 
strengthened in faith. Remember Simon and all 
our volunteers. Pray that our worship inspires, 
fellowship grows, and God’s love reaches both our 
congregation and the wider community. 

All-Age Service 
(Rachel Upcott) 

This is a creative and interactive space, seeking to transform people’s view of what church can be, 
while giving everyone the opportunity to explore Bible passages through discussion, quiet reflection, 
or more hands-on activities. These include Oobleck, Lego, food, playdough, and more physical 
activities. Our desire is that every person feels welcomed, comfortable, and part of the church family. 
 
We have explored a variety of Bible passages. One memorable service focused on Simeon declaring 
that Jesus is a light to all,  as our youth team used the image of a “human Christingle.” 
In another service, we reflected on what it means for us to be lights in the world and considered the 
example of the saints who have gone before us. 
In December, we looked at Mary being invited to become the mother of God’s Son, reflecting on her 
response and acceptance. 
 
Recently we had some church members who attended an all-age 'by mistake'! They were quite 
surprised at how much they enjoyed the service and their engagement with activities and other 
church members. 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to Tom B, Alex O, Angie S, and Robin R for their dedication in 
helping to plan and prepare these services. Also to Will B for faithfully running the Theology Table. 

That more families in our community will be 
invited and accept and invitation to attend these 
services so they can explore the bible and faith. 
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It has been a real joy to see more of our young people taking an active role in leading services, 
preaching, and helping to lead worship. The youth band has continued to flourish thanks to the 
commitment of Mark Byles and Steve and Claire Jenkins. 
  

Audio Visual 
Team (Johnny 
Sheppard) 

In the last year the team has grown stronger meaning we can provide the technical aspects of the 
service more easily. We are also about to to start training to provide the wonderful volunteers with 
more confidence and hopefully a better experience for the congregation. We have also been able to 
renew the sound desk that had provided many years of good service but was starting to have a few 
issues. Finally we were able to give the projector a bit of longevity while we work out what the next 
steps are for that area of tech. The team continue to serve faithfully and give up their time to enable 
the congregation to take part either in person or online and I'm very grateful for all of them. 
 

The projector recenally caused issues. We had it 
seviced and it seems to have given it an extended 
life, but it is old now and parts are scarce. Prayer 
for guidance on the next steps would be good and 
also that the team would take to the training well. 

Choir (Terry 
Hogan) 

The choir continues to go from strength to strength and this year reached a membership of 16, 
including 6 students. We have greatly benefited from the talents of our three Malcolm Bateman 
choral scholars: Jasmine, Abbie and Logan. However, we were very sad to lose our beloved Joan 
Knowles, who had been a stalwart of the choir for as long as anyone can remember.  
 
We have been fortunate to have had the services of Logan as our assistant organist this year. The 
junior organ scholar at RHUL, he came to us following a year as organ scholar at Chelmsford 
Cathedral. He has been unfailingly cheerful, and has contributed in many ways: playing, singing and 
taking rehearsals. Sadly, next year, he leaves us to take up the position of organist/choirmaster at St 
Mary’s Winkfield, which brings greater responsibility and will provide valuable experience. We wish 
him well in his new post and are looking for a replacement.   
 
The choir is greatly valued for their contribution, but always needs new members. Please pray that 
we continue to receive support from the congregation and student body, and consider whether 
joining the choir might be a way for you to serve.  
 

Please pray that the choir continues to receive 
good support from the congregation and student 
body so it can continue to improve its 
contribution to worship 

Contemporary 
Worship 
(Conrad & 
Debbie 
Benefield) 

‘Contemporary worship’ is the sung worship provided at the 10.30am and 6pm services. Worship 
enables us to connect with God; sustain our relationship with Him; express our love for Him and His 
worth in our sight; and be reminded of, and celebrate, His love for us. 
 
Looking back over 2025, things we are thankful to God for include 

• The worship team, of around 30 people - including six who have joined in the past year 

• Our worship leaders, who sacrifically give their time to prepare and lead week by week 

• Our students who serve in the ‘week 3’ band led by Mark Byles 

• Our youth band, which serves at All Age services and  has gone from strength to strength 

• Those who have stepped down, not least Lydia Callomon and Oliver Grimes 

• God’s honouring and anointing of our worship 

• The privilege of serving to bring God's people into His presence, and enable his ministry, 
through sung worship 

That God will continue to bless, sustain and grow 
our team and our worship, for the building up of 
His church and for His glory. 
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• Our strong partnership with Johnny Sheppard and the AV team, and the dedicated support 
they give us. 

 

Teaching and Nurture 

Church 
Weekend 
(Philomena 
Evans) 

The Church Weekend has been a significant moment in the life of the church and we thank God for 
all that took place, particularly the sense of fellowship experienced by our church family and the 
wonderful way we were able to welcome and get to know our new vicar. By listening to feedback 
received from the previous year we arranged an all-age programme that incorporated a balance of 
teaching, fellowship, and worship.  
 
In total we had 198 people sign up and attend, and it was especially encouraging to see younger 
members of our church family fully participating in both the formal and informal elements. We thank 
God for every person who was involved with the weekend, as the scale of the event highlighted the 
strength and commitment of our church family volunteers, with many contributing their time and 
gifts across hospitality, administration, children’s work, worship, and logistics. In a wider view the 
weekend showed in a beautiful way, a growing sense of the unity and shared life at St John’s, as well 
as an openness to what God is doing in this new season. 
 

We pray for God's guidance as we consider 
planning for our next Church Weekend and that 
he will prompt those that he would like to be 
involved. 

Internships 
(Holly Byles) 

Although we began the 2025/26 academic year without an intern, we have been encouraged by an 
early opportunity for the year ahead. A student approaching the end of his degree has expressed 
interest in joining us next year. He and Lydia have met, and all involved are keen to progress - he is 
involved in a few ministries already and would be a valuable addition to the staff team. He brings a 
range of gifts he is eager to use in serving St John’s, alongside clear potential for further growth and 
development. 
 
One of the great privileges of hosting interns is the opportunity to invest in their formation. With this 
intern due to begin in September, subject to arrangements continuing to progress well, we look 
forward both to supporting his development and to benefiting from the contribution he will make to 
the life of the church. 
 

Arrangements for the kind of development we put 
in place for him.  

Life Groups (Liz 
Lee) 

We can thank God for an ever growing number of people regularly attending our groups. There are 
nearly 30 more people in life groups than at the beginning of 2025, due to new groups forming and 
existing groups welcoming in new members. Currently between all 17 groups (to include men's 
BreakThrough groups, Oasis groups, Students and CBS alongside our other life groups), there are 199 
currently listed as attending a group regularly, with only a handful who overlap between two groups. 
This is compared with just over 170 in early 2025.  It also looks like the recent Alpha cohort are keen 
to keep on meeting, so are likely to form a new group once they have attended the upcoming Bible 
Course. 

 
In these groups, God provides fertile soil for growth in faith and witness. The majority of people 
involved in active ministry and volunteering at SJE are in a life group or BreakThrough group. 
 

I would love prayer for the leaders of all our 
groups, that they would not lose the excitement 
of being involved in leadership. 
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Pastoral Care 
(Sue Gray) 

Our pastoral Care in our church is ever changing as is our church. We develop and adjust to the needs 
that we see. We are still involved in one to one support, visiting those in hospital or in residential 
care homes and those who are house bound or just need some extra support through illness, trauma 
or other issues. We provide a listening ear, maybe sometimes some practical support or signposting . 
We also offer home communion. 
 
The team is also involved in many of the other ministries in church such as the Bereavement Course, 
Playtime, Infant Feeding, Charged, Footprints, worship team and Community Fridge as well as our 
CAP Debt Centre. Our team have a wealth of different experiences and we are able to usually find the 
right fit of one of our team who can help and support. 
 
We thank God for Guy who has now stepped down, we are grateful for all his years serving on our 
team and the support he gave so many. 
 

We need more men on our team. We have one 
new man who joins Dave Watts on our team, but 
we need more men who can step into this 
essential role of support and standing beside 
those who need to see God's love working out in a 
practical way. 

Rivermede 
Court Care 
Home (Mandie 
Shirnia) 

Working in the care home is a delight, and has been an ongoing link for relationships within many of 
our ministries.  The Care Home and St Johns are partnering in many ministries, we are called to pray 
for each other, involved with Playbox, attend and host Festival celebrations and SJE are hosting a VE 
Day tea party.  I am thankful for the faith filled and trusting relationship with the employees and the 
residents.    
 

A co-worker to join the services and build 
relationships in the Care Home 

Single and 
Fulfilled (Tim 
Senanayake) 

Thank God that we have had opportunities to meet together, to share meals, and to have fun - in 
2025 we met up 4 times to have lunch together, and we had a movie night in January 2026. I also 
thank God that 2 new members joined our group last year. Our aim is to encourage and support one 
another to grow more like Jesus as single people, and I thank God that he has helped us do this 
together and I pray that God would help us do this more in the coming year.  
 

Guidance on how to proceed and what our group 
should look like in the coming year 

Staff Team 
(Holly Byles) 

The staff team continue to be an amazing contribution to the life of the church, serving with 
commitment, generosity of time, heart and gifts, and a shared sense of purpose - we love God's 
church and this community!. They meet weekly and, since September, have been working through 
Mark’s Gospel together; more recently, this has transitioned into studying the forthcoming Sunday 
passage. 
  
We offer warm congratulations to Annelise, our Creative Communications lead, as she prepares for 
the arrival of her baby and forthcoming maternity leave. We also extend our sincere thanks to Steve, 
our Bookings Manager, as he approaches retirement in the coming months. His dedicated work—
particularly in overseeing external bookings and cultivating strong relationships with hirers—has 
been invaluable, not least in establishing significant and sustainable income streams through the use 
of our facilities. 
  
Overall, the staff team’s faithful service and collaboration with one another and the hoards of 
volunteers at St John's continue to play a vital role in the church’s ministry and its wider kingdom 
impact. 

Please pray for resourcing well the ministries 
entrusted to us and for God's wisdom and 
direction in this. 
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Young People 

Baby Meals 
(Natalie Tisdall) 

Baby Meals aims to provide home cooked meals to families who have recently welcomed a new 
baby. The ministry is aimed at parents who are already known to the church, this is normally through 
the regular Sunday congregations or via the Playtime toddler group. Volunteers cook and deliver 
meals to the recipients and we aim to provide up to 14 meals.  
 
In recent years, we have received hardly any requests for baby meals, however, 2025 seems to have 
been a bumper year. Last summer, we had 3 consecutive requests, meaning we needed to provide 42 
meals in the space of a few weeks. Lots of lovely new volunteers stepped up, and along with our 
regular volunteers we were able to provide all these meals. The baby meals dishes cupboard in the 
Easter Centre continues to enable reusable dishes to be used and is an easy way for recipients to 
return these. 
  

For families to continue to come forward to 
receive baby meals and for more volunteer cooks. 

Children and 
Families (Rachel 
Upcott) 

Alongside the ministries I oversee, I have continued to strengthen our connection with Manorcroft 
school. I visited to lead assemblies, and we also welcomed year groups into church for special events 
such as Christingle and a particular highlight, “Walk Through Easter.” These opportunities were made 
possible thanks to the support of Holly and Robin Upcott, along with other dedicated volunteers. I 
also led baptism preparation sessions for five families seeking baptism for their children. For some, 
this has marked the beginning of a journey of faith. 

 
At the start of Advent, Holly and I hosted an afternoon called Unexpected Invitation. This included 
crafts to take home, decorations for a church tree, and food provided by Liberto Lounge. Jeremy 
Brown gave a short talk, after which we gathered outside to sing carols as the Christmas lights were 
switched on in the churchyard, accompanied by a small brass band made up of our youth team. 
 In December we partnered with Egham Town to host a children’s Christmas Craft event at church. 
With refreshments organised by Philippa Stuart and a popular Santa’s Grotto—featuring gifts 
generously funded by Egham Town—we welcomed around 150 children.  
In February, we hosted a Pancake Party for nearly 100 people, with races, games, crafts, and plenty 
of pancakes, thanks to Philippa and her team. 
Throughout the year, we also held a film afternoon and filling shoeboxes for ‘Link to Hope’, a games 
afternoon with popcorn, and a lively Bubble Praise Party led by Doug Horley. As part of Love Egham 
Week, we gifted a “Crazy Science” show to St Jude’s Infant and Junior Schools, helping children 
explore the wonder of God’s creation. 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who has volunteered their time over the year. 
  

For more opportunities to enable Manorcroft 
School and families in our community to hear and 
experience the love of Jesus and see many more 
accepting invitations to come to know Him. 

Clothes Bank 
(Rachel Upcott) 

The Infant Clothes Bank continues to be a blessing to many families within our community and 
beyond. Families generously donate good-quality clothing, including some brand-new items, helping 
to prevent usable clothes from ending up in landfill or sitting unused in cupboards for years. 
 
The aim of the Clothes Bank is to provide essential clothing for young children, occasionally baby 
equipment and part-used packets of un-used nappies! Donations have supported a wide range of 

That we can continue to bless families through 
this ministry and show good stewardship of these 
resources. 
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recipients, including refugee families, Baby Basics, Child Action Lanka, Link to Hope, the Infant 
Feeding Group, and many local families. In addition, the Clothes Bank promotes good stewardship of 
resources by encouraging the reuse and recycling of clothing. The service is regularly available at 
Playtime sessions, the Infant Feeding Clinic, Eco Fairs, and the Christmas Fair.  
 
I continue to oversee the Clothes Bank, and this year Susan Mercer has been an incredible support. 
She regularly comes in to sort through donations, removing any unsuitable items and carefully 
folding and organising the rest, making the clothing more presentable and accessible for families. 
  

Crèche (Harriet 
Langford) 

The Crèche at the 10:30 service has provided a welcoming safe space for young families who are able 
to continue to access the service.  
 

Families feel welcome and included  

FootPrints 
(Rachel & Robin 
Upcott) 

It is a joy and privilege to tell children at FootPrints about Jesus and talk about how He can be with us 
in our daily lives. During the last year we have explored the story of Moses which seemed fitting after 
looking at Joseph during holiday club. We finished our series by having an interactive ‘Moses Walk 
through’ session. This series also enabled children to think about the very first Passover, the 
connections with the Last Supper, Jesus’ death and Communion. 
 
The children once again led the nativity service telling the story through dance, song and drama and 
helping us understand that we have all been given an invitation to accept Jesus into our lives. We 
have recently made Easter Gardens thinking about all the elements used and realizing that we are all 
part of the Easter story as Jesus gave His life for us. 
 
Over the year the children have donated money for the transportation costs of shoeboxes to Eastern 
European countries. We are now collecting for CAP, talking about how some families cannot afford to 
pay their energy bills. 
 
It is a delight to see children serving at our all-age services, tea-time together, communion invitation 
and within FootPrints itself by helping us to tidy away. Some of our children are growing in 
confidence and praying for us at the end of our mornings. This can be very moving. 
 
We have welcomed children into FootPrints from Holiday Club, a child with a mum who wants to 
explore faith, another child had an invite at the Christmas Craft fair and accepted, and some have 
come along with friends. We have approx. 73 children on our list although we only see about 25 
children each week. Please pray that families will come along more regularly. 
 

That children continue to explore & discover their 
own faith at FootPrints. 

Holiday Club 
(Rachel Upcott) 

In the summer of 2025, we welcomed around 125 children to our Holiday Club, Pyramid Rock, where 
we journeyed back in time to Egypt and explored the life of Joseph. Thanks to the creativity and hard 
work of Steve Jenkins, Sacha Sheppard, Robin, and a team of teenagers, families were amazed by the 
incredible transformation of the church. 

 
Each day featured a drama that brought Joseph’s story to life. Through the teaching, we discovered 

That people volunteer to help early on. That 
holiday club will be the start or continuation of a 
faith journey for all those involved. 
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that God had a plan for Joseph’s life. Even though his journey was not always easy, God remained in 
control and revealed His purpose in time. We also learned that God has a plan for each of us, and 
that we are called to trust Him and have faith. 
 
Holiday Club is a significant outreach event for our community, involving people of all ages—from 
teenagers to those a little older. There are many ways to get involved: preparing beforehand, helping 
with children’s activities, registration, refreshments, supporting afterward with clearing up, following 
up with families, or praying for the impact of the event. It is a wonderful expression of the body of 
Christ working together, with everyone contributing their unique gifts to share God’s love with our 
community. We would like to thank everyone who contributed their time, energy, and support to 
make Holiday Club such a success. 
 
For many children, this may be a rare opportunity to hear the Christian message—potentially one of 
the most meaningful weeks of their lives. Holiday Club can be a time when seeds are planted, helping 
children discover who Jesus is and how deeply they are loved by Him. 
 
This year’s Holiday Club will take place from August 24th–28th. Please prayerfully consider how you 
might get involved. 
  

Infant Feeding 
Support (Sarah 
Kahn & Rachel 
Upcott) 

The infant feeding support group is an NHS service led by the Infant feeding team at St Peters 
Hospital. It is hosted by St John’s on Friday afternoon throughout the year. Parents of newborn 
babies are welcomed into a safe space and given advice and support that helps them to establish 
successful breast feeding in the first weeks and months of their baby’s life. The sessions are hosted 
by a team of St John’s volunteers, led by Rachel Upcott, that set up the area, serve refreshments and 
offer a listening ear to the parents at the group. Reverend Philomena Evans also attends regularly. 
While at the group parents can access the clothing bank and community fridge food. It is also a great 
opportunity to introduce the families to other church activities including Playtime.  
 
I am a regular volunteer and as a grandparent I have experienced the clinic caring for my daughter 
and grandson. The counsellors are so supportive and caring while solving the problems mothers are 
having thus helping them gain confidence and skill as they learn to feed their babies. By hosting this 
group St John’s provides a vital service to the community and early engagement for families with our 
church. 
  

More opportunities to talk about what we as a 
church offer and parents to respond to invitations. 
 
To have a big enough team so we could expand 
the group to all parents with under 2s. 

Playbox (Carol 
Peters) 

The Manager, Anita, resigned in 2025 following her period of absence and after a recruitment 
process we appointed Hannah Smith, who had been acting manager, as the new Manager in the 
Autumn, and Lauren Deabill, our Special Needs Co-ordinator, as Deputy Manager. We are pleased to 
report that we have also recruited some excellent new staff and now have a full team. The team 
includes three apprentices who we are very proud of, two coming to us initially for work experience 
and choosing to stay on and complete NVQ training. We feel it is important to give young people 
opportunities, working alongside the more experienced senior staff. 
  

We are looking forward to improving the outside 
area for the children in the coming year. You will 
notice that a new shed has been erected to 
enable the staff to have improved and easier 
access to storage. Thanks to Pym Palmer and Chris 
Gray for all their hard work in enabling this.   
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The nursery has continued to develop links with the community, including Rivermede Care Home: the 
residents love visits from the children and also visiting Playbox. The children have sung Christmas and 
Easter songs at Manor Farm Day Centre and to the Sam Beare Book Shop for World Book Day. A link 
is also developing with Strodes College and the Egham Park School with a view to students doing 
short periods of work experience. Simon Shutt, Faith and Awareness Children’s Trust (FACT) visits on 
a regular basis to share activities with the children, and they enjoy weekly PE sessions from Harrison 
who comes in to take these. 
  
The committee meets at least six times per year and has reviewed all the policies and procedures and 
added new ones to keep up to date with current legislation. We also have a good relationship with 
Harriet Langford, safeguarding officer, and professionals within Surrey County Council who advise in 
a number of areas especially with children for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
  
Playbox finances remain healthy due to the fees we get from SCC for funded places and the extra 
grants we get to help us with children with additional needs. Our staff costs are high as we aim to be 
a fair and competitive employer. Currently over 40 children are registered, enabling us to contribute 
generously to St Johns for use of the Easter Centre, this number fluctuates as children move on to 
school so it important that these numbers remain steady. 
  
Please do come and talk to one of the Committee if you would like to find out more about Playbox. 
 

Last year we reported that the committee was 
keen to encourage more regular links between 
PCC, staff team and wider congregation, we have 
been grateful to Lee Langford for his regular visits 
and we are excited that Philomena Evans is going 
to be our clergy link and we look forward to 
seeing how that will work going forward. 

Playtime (Rachel 
Upcott. Emma 
Roberts & Hilary 
Davies) 

Playtime is a well-loved ministry for toddlers and their parents, grandparents, or carers. It provides a 
welcoming and relaxed environment where families from the local community can gather, connect, 
and enjoy time together.  

 
A bridge between the church and the wider community, Playtime offers an opportunity to experience 
the love and care of Christ in an open and non-pressured setting. There is no expectation for 
attendees to have a Christian faith or to commit to church. Holding Playtime in the church means 
that families can see examples of Christian history, and experience some of the spiritual benefits 
available to those present in ‘God’s house’ and this can lead to conversations about faith. 

 
During the morning the church becomes a safe and engaging space where toddlers can play, learn, 
and socialise. A dedicated team ensures a warm welcome, offering refreshments, crafts, baby-
changing facilities, and the clothes bank. Birthday celebrations and pastoral support further enrich 
the sense of community. 

 
Families consistently appreciate the creativity of the sessions and the loving kindness shown to all 
who attend. Many describe Playtime as a “lifesaver” at the end of the week, valuing it as a supportive 
and friendly space. One grandparent shared, “This is our sanctuary—we are so happy to come,” while 
another parent remarked, as their child ran in comfortably, “Of course—this is like their home.” 
Although many families may not attend Sunday services, they often feel a sense of belonging to St 

That Parents/carers will see the light & love of 
Jesus through the team and continue to want to 
know more. 
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John’s. 
  
Emma has written - Personally I have felt privileged to support Playtime pastorally this year and am 
constantly amazed at how busy I am. I have ‘journeyed’ with several people this year and let people 
know that they matter! It certainly seems to make a difference, being available to talk, listen and 
encourage those at Playtime – showing Christ’s love and heart of compassion.    
 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered over the last year and the dedicated student team who 
have helped out. 
  

Praise Tots 
(Rachel Upcott) 

Praise Tots takes place during a Playtime session. What makes Praise Tots distinctive is its focus on 
exploring faith together. During the session, we share a Bible story and sing worship songs with the 
children and their carers. 
 
This year, we have also created space for children and carers to offer their own prayers. They can 
write or draw prayers on themed shapes—for example, light bulbs for the theme Jesus, Light of the 
World—reflecting on where they need Jesus to bring light into their lives or the world. The crafts are 
based on the Bible story and are designed to encourage continued conversation at home. 
 
Twice a term, we welcome Simon Shutt from FACT, one of our mission partners. He shares a Bible 
story with the children, often bringing a puppet and leading them in a song, which is always a 
highlight of the session. 
 
It is a joy to see young families engaging with faith through these sessions. 
  

For families to be more curious and engage in 
faith to a deeper level. 

Student Ministry 
(Holly Byles) 

The student ministry is thriving, with weekly Student Nights drawing a committed core of around 15, 
alongside a further 15 who attend more intermittently. New students continue to join, often through 
existing friendships, contributing to a growing and welcoming community. Philomena Evans Has been 
overseeing Student Lunches which continue to be a brilliant example of welcome and hospitality and 
entry point for students. 
  
This year’s teaching programme on Tuesday's has combined evangelistic breadth for those exploring 
and theological depth. The first term explored “Who is Jesus?”, focusing on Christ’s character and the 
heart of the gospel. This was followed by a well-received and deeply engaging study through 
Philippians. Next term will address students’ own anonymously submitted “big questions” about 
faith, reflecting a desire for honest exploration and discipleship. 
  
There have been encouraging signs of spiritual growth, including breakthroughs in prayer, meaningful 
times of intimate worship, and deepening relationships across the group. Pastoral demand has been 
relatively high this term, with several students navigating personal challenges; it remains a privilege 
to support them in these seasons. 

Ask the Lord to lead, equip for and guide this 
ministry in its upcoming season. 
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The team has grown over the academic year and is preparing well for the forthcoming leadership 
transition as Holly and Mark step down. 
 

Youth Ministry 
(Joanna Starr) 

Please join me in thanking God for his amazing work in our youth ministry.  
 

• We thank you God for… LEADERSHIP: 
o Developing so many of the young people as leaders over the last year; for 5 young 

people preaching, many leading worship, some serving on the tech team, one 
leading a bible study for their peers, and lots of them leading Youth Carols. 

o The amazing youth team, with some preaching, leading sessions and all of them 
blessing the young people. 

• We praise you Lord for… MISSION: 
o Our prayer team who regularly intercede for the young people in our community. 
o An increase in newcomers attending our Friday outreach group CHARGED Central 

and some of these coming to church now too (1 who joined all 3 of our easter 
services!) 

o For growing connections with local schools through our work experience 
programme. 

• Thank you Jesus for… UNITY: 
o Our link with Christchurch Virginia Water; for the joint youth sessions we have. 
o The Youth Catalyst Project events that link us with the wider diocese. 
o Growing unity between the youth and wider church. 

  

Please pray for our Deeper group who are keen to 
share Jesus on the streets. Pray for the Spirit’s 
protection, guidance and power to be at work in 
and through them! 

 

  



 

The restoration of the American 

Flag, following fundraising 

The leaders of our recent Money 

coaching course in Stanwell 

Bubbles at Playtime Pyramid Rock, our holiday club 
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