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Deanery Synods

Synod meetings in 2025 were held at Christ Church Virginia Water (Spring), St Paul Egham Hythe
(Summer) and St Paul Addlestone (Autumn), as usual presenting “Parish Focus” reports about the church
life and community involvement of the hosting parish, with prayer requests/updates.

In March, the umbrella topic “Reports from Mission Fields in Runnymede” featured Laurence Gamlen, now
retired Vicar at Holy Trinity Lyne & Longcross / Chaplain at St Peter’s Hospital speaking to “Pastoral and
Spiritual Care — your place or mine?”, Daniel Walker, Chaplain at RHUL on "No Proselytising, Please: the
Gospel in a Multifaith Campus” and Sarah McNulty, new Hub Leader based at Jubilee High School with an
update on “The Youth Catalyst Project”. The thought-provoking talks were very well received.

In June, “Investing in the Core — Practical Approaches” gave parishes an opportunity to exchange ideas
and experiences to contribute to a future Runnymede Deanery Development Plan via an inhouse-led
gathering after Summer Social with wonderful hospitality, creating an atmosphere of fellowship and sharing.
In October, Umair Asif, Racial Diversity Enabler Diocese of Guildford, spoke on “Growing Intercultural
Churches”, supported by a glowing testimony from Addlestone’s PAIS team member Larissa Santana from
Brazil.

All three meetings were open to the public and detailed Minutes are available via the Deanery Administrator
runnymededeanery@gmail.com.

Deanery Leadership Team (DLT)

DLT, consisting of the Area Dean, Lay Chair and incumbents of the parishes (or their nominated core
leadership delegates)/churchwardens in case of vacancy, also met to discuss deanery structure and
events, vacancy support and partnership opportunities, the Deanery Mission Plan and Deanery Growth
Fund, networking and general deanery business.

Kebbi Link

Diocese of Guildford’'s Nigeria Link person Keith Malcouronne continued to share correspondence from
Bishop Edmund of Kebbi on a regular basis. Nigeria is the largest member of the Anglican Communion with
over 20 million people. Runnymede Deanery is linked with the Diocese of Kebbi which continues to
experience severe levels of Christian persecution and violence. A donation of £500 from Runnymede
Deanery funds was sent to help Kebbi towards the end of 2025 and thanks received.

Finance

Runnymede Deanery accounts continue to be sound. Parish Contributions for individual parishes are
determined by three-year rolling average of Sunday attendance, combined with Relative Prosperity Index,
with a standing invitation for an extra 30% as donation towards the Deanery Growth Fund. Application
guidelines for three grant rounds per year (deadlines end of February, May and September) are available
from runnymededeanery@gmail.com or from the deanery website. One grant was given in 2025 in the
amount of £500 to St Paul Addlestone for their new Bubble Church project.

Other Business

o Deanery Prayer Evenings were held in January with Archdeacon Martin Breadmore in an atmospheric
setting at St Paul Egham Hythe and in July with Bishop Paul at St Paul Addlestone, preceded by a
much enjoyed social gathering with BBQ hospitality in the churchyard.

o Deanery Greenery Champions Ben Niblett (EcoChurch)/Clem Jones (Climate Challenge) continued to
provide updates at Synod meetings and a WhatsApp network for Eco Church Coordinators was
established. To join the network contact Ben Niblett at 07736 380541.
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