
 

Dear Church Member       

Changes to our Mission Partners and Mission Partnership Team 

Every year St John’s tithe (give 10%) of our unrestricted income and give this to 
Christian missions at home and overseas.  The Mission Partnership Team (MPT) help 
the PCC decide on the grants to be made and keep our relationships with Mission 
Partners under review. 

 At a recent PCC meeting the MPT advised that our mission partner FACT would be 
ceasing their ministry on 31st August, coinciding with the retirement of their CEO, 
Simon Shutt.  We have enjoyed a long and fruitful partnership with FACT as Simon has 
brought the good news of Jesus to so many children in the area, including those in our 
own Playtime and Playbox.  His puppetry and story telling will be greatly missed by the 
children, as will his work with smaller congregations in developing intergenerational 
worship with them. We wish Simon a long and happy retirement. 

After a thorough review of our partnership with them, the MPT also recommended that 
the time had come to close the partnership with Ian & Simea Meldrum in Olinda Brazil.  
Our partnership began 50 years ago and for many years flourished through the 
enthusiastic support of many within the congregation who knew them and followed 
their work in Olinda. Sadly, over time, many of those supporters had either moved away 
in retirement or had passed away, leaving only a small number of people who had a 
personal connection with their ministry. As a result, our relationship has steadily 
diminished in recent years, making it increasingly difficult for us to maintain awareness 
and engagement within the church family.  
 
Bringing such a long and valued partnership to a close is never easy. We will always 
look back with affection and gratitude on our many years of partnership in the gospel 
and the friendship we have shared with Ian & Simea.  We pray that God will richly bless 
them and continue to strengthen and encourage them as they serve Him in Brazil. 
 
What of the future?  We will continue to allocate the full tithe to our existing Mission 
Partners who are currently:- 
 
Child Action Lanka (CAL) 
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
East to West 
Hannah & Tim Flatman in Brazil 
Kijabe Hospital in Kenya 
 



At the same time, God is leading us towards new opportunities for mission involvement 
and support, and we seek to be faithful in responding to where He is calling us. 
 
The Mission Partnership Team itself is undergoing change at the moment.  Sue Stafford, 
whom many of you will know pioneered and successfully developed the mission 
partnership with CAL, is moving away from Egham to be nearer her family.   Jörg 
Haustein, who chaired the MPT for a number of years and preached for St John’s on 
numerous occasions, is also leaving Egham to live in Cambridge where he works.  They 
both will be greatly missed but we wish them God’s richest blessings in their future lives 
and ministries. 
 

Finally, it is a joy to welcome Tim Senanayake as Sue Stafford’s replacement as the 
CAL representative on the Mission Partnership Team (MPT). We also warmly welcome 
Sarah Tadman to the team. Sarah works in the charity sector and is very much looking 
forward to becoming involved in the MPT’s ministry and mission support work. 

The current MPT now serves under the leadership of Kamani Hewagama, Chris 
Matthews, Veronica Priestly, Philippa Stuart, Margaret Llewellyn, Tim Senanayake, 
and Sarah Tadman. We are grateful for the gifts, experience, and commitment that 
each member brings as we continue to support our mission partners and encourage 
the church in its mission engagement. 

 
 
 
Chris Matthews 

MPT Communications Lead  


